
The Truman Doctrine
● March 1947: Greece and Turkey were in desperate economic shape

○ Close to approving forms of government supported by the Soviet 
Union

● Truman held a joint session of congress to prevent the two countries 
to becoming part of the Soviet Bloc
○ A plan to provide economic and military aid to Greece and 

Turkey
● The speech and policy marked the beginning of the U.S. strategy of 

containment
● U.S. now committed to assisting any nation needing help resisting 

communist aggression
○ Some consider this the start of the Cold War



Truman announcing this plan to assist Greece and Turkey before a joint session of 
Congress








