
The First Successful Test Explosion of the Atomic Bomb

1945, at 5:29:45 a.m., 
the Manhattan Project 
comes to an explosive 
end as the first atom 
bomb is successfully 
tested in Alamogordo, 
New Mexico.

https://www.history.com/topics/the-manhattan-project
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/new-mexico


The Atomic Bomb
● The atomic bomb intensified Soviet-American mistrust

○ Americans and British developed the bomb secretly to be used against 
Germany
■ Known as the “Manhattan Project”

● Located in Los Alamos, New Mexico
● Began because of fears that German scientists were working with 

nuclear technology since 1930
● Formed December 28, 1942 by President Franklin D. Roosevelt 

(ancestors arrived on the Mayflower!)
● J. Robert Oppenheimer, director of the Los Alamos Laboratory in 

1943
● July 16, 1945: Trinity Test in desert near Alamogordo, New Mexico 

the first successful detonation of an atomic bomb
○ Ushered in the Atomic Age!



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7dfK9G7UDok


J. Robert Oppenheimer 

● developed two distinct types of bombs: 
○ a uranium-based design called “the Little Boy” 
○  a plutonium-based weapon called “the Fat Man.” 
○ With both designs in the works at Los Alamos, they 

became an important part of U.S. strategy aimed at 
bringing an end to World War II.



● The Manhattan Project was supposed to be top secret
○ Soviet spies penetrated the secure site at least 3 times

■ Soviets gained a lot of information on the project
● Doing so against his “allies” during the war against Germany 

indicated the level of mistrust that existed between the Soviet Union 
and the United States

● President Franklin D. Roosevelt and later President Harry S. Truman decided to 
keep the project secret from Stalin to begin with (U.S. mistrust?)
○ At the Potsdam Conference Truman told Stalin of the successful bomb test

■ Stalin already knew due to his spies on site in Los Alamos
● U.S. use of the bomb on Japan caused Stalin to call for a Soviet nuclear program to 

catch up with the United States
○ He needed to restore the “balance of power”

■ Stalin feared the U.S. would use the bomb to force the Soviet Union to 
concede to a U.S. version of a restored Europe and world.

■ He took a more hardline position on Soviet objectives



Different Postwar Settlement Visions
The United States:

● Balance power/embrace 
principles

● Ensure cooperation among the 
great powers

● League of Nations to become 
United Nations
○ Collective security org.
○ Maximum political 

self-determination
● Bring an end to causes of war

The Soviet Union:

● Secure Stalin’s own security as 
well as the security of the Soviet 
Union

● Encourage rivalries among 
capitalist nations
○ Bring about war between 

them
■ Ensure Soviet 

domination of Europe







Duck And Cover (1951) Bert The Turtle

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IKqXu-5jw60

