
SPUTNIK i: bIRTH OF 
THE SPACE RACE





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xSQpBUkwyPo


● Sputnik was named for the Russian word meaning “traveling companion” 
or “satellite”: the world’s first man made satellite

● Orbited the earth every 96 minutes at a speed of 18,000 mph
○ Could be seen by the naked eye 
○ Emitted a radio signal audible to people with ham radio equipment

● Terrible blow to American sense of superiority 
○ Greater implication:

■ Soviets had a rocket that could launch a satellite into earth’s orbit
● America feared the Soviets would eventually have a rocket 

large enough to fire nuclear weapons around the world
● Approximately 3 months later, Sputnik fell to earth burning up as it entered 

the earth’s atmosphere
● Weeks later, the Soviets launched Sputnik II

○ First satellite with a live passenger: Dog named Laika
○ 3 months later, U.S. launched its first satellite Explorer I







http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N3x_TSq0cVo


U.S. EXPLORER i 


